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must of necessity have an interest in the influence of envir-

onment on the human organism. The purpose of this paper

is to deal with this human interest in one of its phases,

the influence of isolation as it shows itself in the preserva-

tion of old English words and the ancient forms of speech

once common to our group. On this island, in spite of

Nature's changes, with all her storms and bufretings, we find

words in daily use that have never here drifted from their

mediaeval moorings.

When I reach any point on the island, my friends who
have not seen me land invariably ask: "How did you come?

Did you come in a boat, or did you travel?" Travel, in

this case, means to walk. Once I was told that I could reach

a certain sand dune by traveling about two acres, across a

palmetto swamp, an acre, in this case, being a furlong, or

eighth of a mile, an old English use of the word.

"How do you go home when you get to the country? Do
you go by boat up the river, do you go by train, or do you

travel?'' I was asked by a man who knew my fondness for

walking. "I do not know what I should do if we lived in the

country where we could not hunt or fish, for I had rather

starve than have my husband dig potatoes," one good

Woman said to me. By country they mean the mainland

opposite the island, this woman explaining it to me as,

"Some such place as North Carolina, or even New York, or

Norfolk, or Raleigh, or Chapel Hill; anywhere off The
Banks," meaning by Vke Banks, the line of sand reefs along

the North Carolina coast, and using the word country very

much as Britishers would say "the continent." On The
Banks, then, a traveling salesman would be a tramp peddler.

Now this use of travel, as meaning to walk, to move along

on foot, was common in England in the days of Queen Eliz-

abeth* and I have found it used several times in Haklnyt's

Voyages. It is used with a somewhat different pronuncia-

tion, but in exactly the same sense, today, in corners of Ire-

land, of Yorkshire, and of Scotland. I have never met with

this use of the word in North America except on Hatteras

Island; though among the Sioux Indians of the North and


